
PRIDE, PATRIOTISM AND PROFITS
INSURE IMMUNITY FROM FAMINE

Production of Staple Crops, Says Economist, Depends More on Will Power than

Weather, and 40,000,000 Determined Men and Women on American
Farms Achieve a Maximum Harvest with Astonishing Regularity

By WILLIAM ESTABROOK CHANCILI
Head «if the Department «if Ecoaoa

Politics and Sociology, College
Wooster.

rJ "MIK crop history of the Un
P States f-houM assure ev

citizen that the fe*od sut;
M* almost as much to be n

as the tides of the ocean. Prop]
"f disaster may be divided into th

classes. those whose Into rest it
«¡('.vaneo prices» those xvh

peramentally timid and full of f«
hodings of ill, anil those
to weaken the eouragO of Americi
in these day? of trial. The answer

. heir prophecies may be read in

statistics.
The outstanding truth in all t

'lata of crops for a hundr«
exactly is that there has been an

most constant increase in the pi
duction of grains per capita sir

1817. It was thirty-live bushels
the three important -Trains.whe
oats and corn.even in 1911 ¦

! irty-six bushels per capita in 191
Add rye, barley and buckxvheat, a

the per capita supply has been mo

than ten bushels more far mai

years. Of the three great cerea

the per capita production in l^Ol xv;

about forty bushel**.
It has been objected by .some pe

sons that because 1916 aras a por

year 1017 may be worse, an.l thei

may le no sec«! for 1918. The ye;
1013 was not I I thai whic
preceded, but the re was

I . get a bigger crop in 1014. We ba
a run of three po< r year- il
1S;«3 and 1R04. but there \\.

enough for a banner crop in
and for a still bigger crop in i S
But an examination of the tro

reports shows that, properly consic
ered, 1916 was really not a poo
year; it was simply a poorer yea
than 1906, 1910, 1912 and 103ó. an

better than any other in our historj
The trouble really aras not ii
h a. but elsewhere, as every
l.nows.

Tradition Says Crops
Wholly Failed in 181b

It is a matter of tradition not sup
ported by -authentic statistical evi
«lenee that in 181*8 there was BUcl
a non *'a;lure as forced us to impor:
foodstuffs froto Prance and Eng
land. It is «nid «hat there were k;i!

ing frosts every month of the year
¡¦is fur south as Middle Virginia. We
hear much of the hideous cold of the
winters or long ago, but we fail to re¬

member thai our forefathers wer«*

less xx-cll protected against the cold in
clothing and in shelter and in fuel.
Theie is a similar answer to the fear
that there will be sr.ows in summer

in Pennsylvania; and this answer i?
tlat iii 1816 America relied for its
food supply upon the North and .Mid¬
dle Atlantic coast. We rely upon
thirty states beyond th-* Appalachians
and beio.v them. There is no tradi¬
tion that there were killing fr
Illinois and Iowa ar.<l Kansas every
month of the year even in 1^1«*.
An Investigation of the crops of

every state from 1880 till noxv.too

hmg even to be summarized in a

brief article.shows that there ha?
bren 0 truly astonishing regularity
of total ;t' lud from most of them.
Ohio, Indiai o, Illinois end loa
fortu like It rives to one

inclined to fear and to try to make

others frarful pause to h«? confrontée
with the truth about these states
Torn may fall off a little, but then
oatl arc sure to he a banner crop. Oi
wheat may have a little trouble; then
hay comes in strong.
Illinois a Large and
Regular Producer

Illinois may be relied upon year
after year for almost 400.000.0UO
bushell of corn. Illinois is only li
per cent of the area of the United
States, and only "»'; per cent of the

p »pulation, but alone it raises about
four liiishe!«i of corn per capita for

all the land, or one-half pound per
day per inhabitant for all our land
in corn alone.
One reason why we Americans do

not understand these facts better is

because we do not think of them In

the terms oi areas and populations.
In truth, Ohio and Indiana, each a

considerably smaller state than either
Illinois or Iowa, do about as well per
acre and per capita In crop produc¬
tion, but their totals are not so im¬

pressive.
There are seven states, each good

for over one hundred million bushels

some year-, or because summe

winds burn up the corn of Wester:
Nebraska in two or three dreadfu

days.and I have watched the field
myself to my own loss.one neei

not be delivered over to the trill
imagination that the crop has beer

destroyed in Indiana. The *rastnesi
of America meant variety, and th<

variety means security.
To bring AnnTica to famine, from

«ea to sea. from Lakes to Gulf, is

impossible.
Again, it has been objected that

this year will prove one of disaster
to the cr.ips because m many men

have gone into the army and into the
.nities fur war work end the farms
arc more depleted than ever.

There aro about twenty million
Americans too young to do much val¬
uable farm work, of whom ttrehre
millions are upon farms. Neverthe¬
less, the farm population of America
Is still some forty millions of adult
workers, for farm women as well as

men work. Even assuming that he-
fore autumn three hundred thousand
young men go from the farms to th«-
armies" or to the cities, this is but
7 per cent of all the workers, and

WHERE CROPS ARE DEPENDABLE

Numbers indicate rural dwellers per mile. In the region

dependable crops yields are proportional to the number of ru

of corn every year, and their tots

avcraget taro billion bushel.-» a year
'hat i«, twenty bushels of com pe
inhabitant of our country, which i
<*. thousand pounds of highly nutri
Moot food. Of course, most of u
* refer that the corn should be fed ú

i sef rattle and to swine and come t<

v< as meat. But, so considered, thi
corn supply of seven states alone ii
en »Ugh to give us a pound of meat

lier American per day.
The wheat supply means as a mini

mum six bushels per inhabitant peí
year, as an average eight bushels
and as a maximum realized several
times in our history ten bushels, or

two bárrala Nature and agriculture
in America have ?et starvation far
from us.

Western Kansas
A Doubtful Region
There are some crop failures in

An trica, but they are almost strictly
confined to a particular region, that
w-st of the 100' meridian and east

ii th« Rocky Mountains. But be-
«rtl ter co'd kills the winter

wheat m Western Kansas, as it does

they are not the best workers at that
1'or the best farm workers a:e the
mature man, above the age of the se.

lectivo draft. To offset even this
improbable loss thf-re will be extra

purchases of machinery, for the
farmers have money and unusual
credit this year. Moreover, farmers
are raising their rates of pay to
hired help from the hitherto prevail¬
ing $30 to ¡740 a month and board
ior an unlimited amount of hours of
labor to |B0 and ?<-.0 a month and
lar better accommodations, with ten

hours a day labor and at least half
B «lay off every week. The farm has
begun to compete with the factory to

get first class help. The war has
¡et the farmhand free, and he will
work better.

This in no matter of opinion or of
desire. College students have been
hired this year for as high as $78
and keep; and though this is the

¡maximum for a young man of farm

experience and superior intelligence
xvith machinery, it represents a gen«
irai social effort ay farmers to seise
the opportunity to get hi¡r-;h prices
for lug crops, (arpenter« and me¬

lt hanics are going out into the coun-

try from the cities because of fin

I eial inducements. And it should
remembered that the army and m

reject men for physical defects of

importance in farm work. In K
case3 the rejection has led to a

«in- to go upon* the farm, for
viout i<a»or.s, such as recover

Weight, ftrengther.ing flat f<

straightening a weak back, curini
skin disease or hiding some infect
from publicity until well. Of
this, the farmers stand upon notici

Ciops Depend on Will
Rather than Weather
Of course, the truth is that An».

ica raises about what is intendi
an«l the total product is depei
ent rather upon will than up
weather. This sounds cruel to t

man of the Western plains, who
mes balked by winds or

frosts, but elsewhere it is the pb;
truth. Tennessee yields crops th

vary but ¦ few per cent from year
year, for the weather is wonderful
reliable. But besides the weather t

agricultural mind of the people
Tennessee must also be wonderful
reliable. It is reasonable to suppo
that if the people of the state shou
form the intention to raise a biggi
crop they could do it. The proble
is that of turning over more sod ar

putting in more seed.
Al Tennessee is the maximum f<

regularity, so Kansas is the max

r.um for variation; but fortunatel
nearly all li.i* itetet rival Tenr.esst
rather than Kansas,

Ti corn yield of America nreai:

m grain and in stalk the vast tot?
of one trillion pound?, or five bur
»¡red million tons a year, which i
five tons per inhabitant. The ha
yield is Icfs tnan half the total gras
yield ; this averages now for the las
live years more than one hundrei
and fifty million tons, or three ton

fier inhabitant. These are foods fo
man and beast. The next propo.M
tion is inevitable, that the anxiet;
in America should be rather ove

how to utilize to the best advantag
these enonnous supplies than wheth
er or not we are to have them a

usual by October.
There is really no way to starvi

America other than to come here anc

un force take the harvests fron¬
tis. Under the conditions of our eco.

notnic régime individuals may starve
for want of money to buy food in
competition with Europe, hut there
should be a way to prevent at least
in its severe forms the result of this
competition.

City men think «f country men

at« being about .«o busy every day like
themselves from year's end to year's
end, but the case is otherwise. In war

times there is a considerable slack
to ! " taken up, and this will be taken
up this year by American farmers.
The young men, who live for the day,
an» in the cities eating bread, not in
the fields raising wheat; but the ma¬
ture men, who live in plans for real¬
ising a better future, will work as

never before.
Three powerful purposes live in

these, farm men and women now. One

purpose is straight money making;
another it sheer patriotism, and a

third i- pride. Only a few days ago
in an Ohio city a farmer called to

jury service pleaded for release that
be had a mortgage to lift and this
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This chart, reproduced by courtesy of 'The Iron Age," shows the daily average output oi steel during each month since the be-p.
ning of 1909. and the course of prices in the same period.

year gave to him his chañes. He was

released, and as he went out a neigh¬
bor remarked that high prices had
cured even hi« lazim IS. The patriot¬
ism needs no commert. But the pride
is leading to an unusual neighbor¬
hood rivalry. Tho new day of sta¬
tistics and of bookkvepir.ir has set
men to measuring their abilities
against one another, and bigger crops
result. Every man is going to show
his neighbor what hi.« farm can do
when he trie«.
The very failure of winter wheat

upon the plains has caused far more [

spring wheat to be sown in the Mid-
West.

No Real (. ause

For Hysteria
Bien raise crops; the toil itself

doe.« not raise thenr. The hysteria
that has visited a few centres of
trade and that saw a year cf famine
ahead will servo the fairly useful pur¬
pose of awakening the indifferent. It
had no basis in the facts of the
American crop situation.
We raise cm in every st:'.te, hay

in every state, wheat in forty states,

Railroad Coordination
By \. V. ABBAG0N

[From an article in. The, Journal of
political Keoiiou'u)

THF necessity for common ac¬

tion in the various branches
of railroad direction ami oper¬

ation has led to the establishment of
a large number of committees and
associations for unifying matters of
policy and for solving questions that
affect all the road«. These commit¬
tees are sdvisory in character, but
their work is of material interest to
the public from the standpoint of the
efficiency of the transportation sys¬
tem. Such bodies are: the Railway
Executives' Advisory Committee, the
Association of American Railway
Accountants, the Car Service Com¬
mission of the American Railway

iation, the American Railway
F.neincerinfr Association, and similar
societies and commi'tees, temporary
nnd permanent, covering every phase
cf railroad operatior, including law,
traffic, f nance, erurineering and OC-i
counting. Would it not be advisable,
m order to correlate the work of all
these organizations, to bring them
into legal and governmental recog¬
nition and to give them carefully
defined power« of executive action?
By way of example, those who are

responsible for the financial success
of the railroads condemn the un¬

sound financial pr-u tices of certain
roads. The effect of these practices
. .«% investing pub¬

lic they recognize as hurtful to the
marketing of rsilroae securities; yet1
they are powerless to pre»ent the
continuance of them. Would it not
be wise to give this advisory com-1
mittee of railway executives, »>r some

similar body, powc-r to control the!
rules of finance for the transporta-
tion system of the country under the
proper supervision of a govern¬
mental board?
The problem of utilizing railway

equipment most effectively, upon
which the Car Service ('«Immission [a
engagod, has likewise been rendered
exceedingly difficult of solution be¬
cause that commission does not have
the power to enforce its findings. In
the whole field of transportation
there are similar features which
could be advantageously brought un-

entral control without incurring
the danger-: of centralized manage-

for all matters.
To rff»'*» railroad coordination of

this character the following meas¬
ures are proposed

i. Compulsory Pederá] ¡¦.«.orpora-
t.en of all interstate railroads.

2. Establishment of a general rail¬
road organisation embracing the
agencies of central control and fur¬
nished wi'h corporate powers for is¬
suing securities, holding property,
etc

3. Creation of an executive board
composed of railroad men to direct
the central organization.

4. Appointment of a finance com¬

mittee to manag«* central financing
and to supervise the finances of the
railroads of the country.

ñ. Division of the central organiza¬
tion into departments for carrying
on the various branches of work,

departments to engage men of
the highest ability and to be under
the direction of the executive board

ti. Establishment of a Eederal
railway board.a governmental body
other than the Inténtate Commerce
Commission, to which the executive
hoard of railroad men and the
tir.ance comm'ttee shall be respon¬
sible and through which the gov¬
ernment shall bear its share of re¬

sponsibility for developing and main-
t.'ining efficient transportation.

7. Transfèrent*.* of the rate-regu-
k.ting powers of the states to Eed¬
eral regional commissions, appeals
t ) be made to the Interstate Com¬
merce Commission on bills of excep¬
tions.

Í-*. Development of financial ma¬

chinery to secure new capital on the
lasis of the increase in railroad
credit resulting from the coordina¬
tion of the railroads and the coopera¬
tion of the government in the \x*nrk
of maintaining railroad financial
itrongth.

Railroa«! coordination on this plan
would not involve an overturning of
the present transportation oriraniza-
tion, but would supplement it by an
authorized general organization gov¬
erning general poIidM !t is a sys¬
tem which would in the least degree
c'nange the present one, being in
hv'^t' part a recognition of existing
agencies of centralization.
The danger of developing too cen¬

tralized a system of governmental
supervision would be avoided by the
Création of the Eederal rcjrional com-

miooiotlO. Local considerations and
interests would thus be given «hie
weight, but th>* conflicts and dis¬
criminations arising under the pres¬
tí.' dual system <>f Federal and state

rol would bo liminated
«¦¦., in\"l\e.l in centralized

private control, of creating a colos¬
sal, irresponsible railroad trust
xvould be obviated by placing upon

cats in almost as many. Never were

there so many apple trees planted
and in bearing this very year, We
have far more knowlclge than ever

before of the soil and climate pe-
culiarities that lead to groat i | pi
of «upar beets and of potatoes.
Never before have we known so

much, and had the knowledge so

widely diffused, as to soil fertilizers.
Never before was the ratio of men

and women of mature years to the
total population so great as now.

In ell but two states of the Union
men exceed women in numbers, and

the total excess is two million! M\
mure. Never did an) I ¡»'ion t?t
into a war of magn.tuJe so wellp
pared in the MStrntiall of toolft*
peetl a;.d of men to apare forlar.
i*, true that in B MS theau
but the lower aspee's f the rua*
but our enemies in our tr.idfci
well as our enemies abroad, Él
not be able t<» Stir into fear a 131
sensible man or woman upon iciii
legatirMl that we shall not a*1

p d in abondance snd muck'
sparu when the ban*« '- are p.
ered in the autumn of 1917,

the agon's of such private ownership
definite and substantial responsi-
¡lity of a public nature. The de¬

velopment of too huge and unwicldly
an industrial machine would be pre¬
vented by the retention of the pre.-*-
ent operating units.
The underlying principle, then, of

the plan proposed for securing effec¬
tive railroad correlation is to in¬
crease the centralization of both gov¬
ernment and private control, leaving
ta each its proper work: to the env¬

eniment, general supervision; to the
i of private control, actual

nn-nagement and operation. Re-
sponsibility for the maintenance of
railroad credit would be added to the
go-ernment's power over railroad
earning, and private power over rail¬
la ad finances would be made definite-
ly responsible to the gox*err.ment and
t the public for upholding honest
administration, sound finance and ef¬
ficient operation. Government super-
vision and private management
would be brought into cooperation
andvwould be*ir common responsibili¬
ties, though each would be restricted
ti its own true function. This r in¬

stitutes true railway nationalization.
a

Lack of Yarn Cripp!« l

Dutch Textile F.ictories
Frank \\ M ihio, Halted States Con¬

sul at Amsterdam, Holland, writes as

follows: "Reporto from the textile fac¬
tories in this district are to the S**f«Kt
that the -situation has become grave
owing to the continued and ir.creasing
lack of yarn. The Datei, spinning
mills pro.i'.ve en'y warp yarn for the

market, and not sooagh of that
ths local desead, and consequent¬

ly the weaving factories mu-=t import
all the woof yarn and a large part of
the xsarp yam that th.y require. B'lt
even the lim t,-,i production ot wotp
yarn is threatOBOd with extinction be
cause no cotton is coming to Holland.
"The critical need is raw cotton from

the Tintad States and cotton yarn from
Kngland. Neither is now coming to
the country, and apparently is ui.ob¬
tainable at present. All »pace on
-.< arner» 'rom the I'nited States n nos».
reserved ;""i foodstuffs or other oeees«
.«arir» of !ifr>. Withoat the need«»«! raw
mataríais the factory employe», num-
h. ring sboul 10, KW, a.:: be mi ,wn '¡*
of work."

_«,-

Mood for I'tiel from
Our National Forests

To meet :inv OOOOihle coal short.-lg<>
in the West ne\t adate* mars . \

tsasive use of fuel wood from the nn

tional forests is urged by the govern-
merit's foresters. The supervisor» of
151 national forests will afford all

ble facilities t«. i,,,-ii residents
\s ihiag to obtain conlwood, which
settlers may obtain fve for their home
u i* un.i which is sold at low rates to
persons catting and haaliag in ..rder
to «ell to others.
Muring the last fiscal vear n..r-> than

10,000 permits for «he ttOO use of n «-
tonal fetfOOt Mäher, mainly in the
form of fuel wood, were fak.'n out bv

¡local r. .ident*. The amount of timber
involved approximated -ibii.OOO cords.

I_-

Elusive Profits
Much has con)» to ta« rurficilis

cent months in this c-ur.try to èipi
lin a large measure th« populir ia|*a
«ion that the war munition, itimt
hat produced enorm'.i» praétl SSI
manufacturers who er.t-r«d th« iä

Taper profit« have la mar.y itit»*«

been found te be actual loiiei Él
.h«» con'rae's 'xo-r '«.fed. I«C»
adn, where the rr.iir.i* r.s betaStf -*¦

assumed huge proportion »' ''

there bat Site been a -**«r.-r«l *-*>

that great fortune« hive «***.«» ***%
¡out of the profits íe-riv-d fros -*¦

mar-facture of IsspleSMBtl «I.

But the Caaadiai '"^X
teeiatiea ha« t *.*... cf

matter, which was preMStttl m »"

port submitted to th« «nnu»! «**

tien of the orgar.¡-'i-'-i''n h':'' ia

^ipep. ^
rjaltke -»»her moanataenam »' ¦

¡munitions, the report say«. ."»«

,«.iii st t rtei i '..¦v' " " '"2
¦aren I '.b,t-<--i

had fixed for thsm. Fully or
coat of 'he t »aadian t*maookoMO*
iccept-.«* m »r baelaeet »r« "..'* 'f

i ie .

\\ ... further test «»' oa>

»hin SI ser état sf tht &"¡¡?Zjnition manufacturer.» hav- *aW»
.¦ out of this list of bui'-^

Tho?e who have 1 "***** ¿
port says, have dore M be«»*
their efficiency. ..

The suceesiful mat 's m*'JJ
ur.r ha »SB **h«> cou«

the qoantitiet ra-sulrad »ni ^
time allowed. The man who hM'|£
himself p. -*** t,'¡^

.h«d for orden O" ¦*#.
trary, he h '; **

|tn
Ceaadiaa -aualtiont haard *s ""^
could Ml****«

"
ttttt1

than hi« f« ¦¦** ¡Si
fro« th« '-»«awS"

a I ..«.«iitance. he n»s **£ ¡¿»a»
te his pUat, ''V'"'« .**

lastalliaf sea mac "> *".,.,*»***
«ad that he might .*en,M\L*\0

n, »peed up h « -^//l ;,«¿ i-'
«7 ««* '

lower It .. >''',',,>¦'
nrar« thai Uiej have pud tV^i-a*«
lively little in .;.¦ '«.'/i K

»rned have b«ei im«* %,* V
into ft e bu»ine»«i I« rr' .j-C**

«xpaasion snd to ¡«c«*ur-* p if ,*-
tgaiast advances in the »"r'c.*h H»
es-.rv material! »'' .'*r<,r ,g»»W
have be-n ¦ s ',>r>

, tH»*
tial profit», hut m iBSBj* **"e*
praits «re all laekad up ,n **

mi» *_r ftoni li«iunl._
The Auftralian Ffl«*'«1 ^fi"-

.-«-.tiiiderinc. «ceordinr ,0 '

M
bourne Age." h !>ch«m« P'0',' .if
¡m ,. .--i.oture over » ter« . JJg"**
i.i least **10.0O«*».iH»o for tn<* ,£
ment of faclone* under mW» ft
and (rovernment .'»-¦"^ « -f »r.«hem* include-» the cr*»ti* <**

tional industrial J«.p»rtm",..


